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REMEMBER  

to register! 

Vermicomposting 

July 17th 10:00 am 
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Weekend Fun:  

�  Bird Watching  

�  Caving 

�  Disk Golf 

�  Hiking 

For more ideas  

www. t exasout s i de. com 
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For more tips and ideas for green living visit,  

www.care2.com 
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Night-Blooming Cereus, Peniocereus greggii, also 
known as Queen of the Night or Desert Cereus, is a 
rare and elusive desert beauty. Throughout most of 
the year, this inconspicuous plant offers no great 

show and may even appear to be dead to unassuming 
passers by, however, for one or two evenings each 
year the fragrant Cereus yields large, waxy flowers 
filled with nectar. The royal flowers of  this humble 
plant typically bloom synchronously for just a single 
evening, May-July, before yielding an oblong, red 

fruit embedded with tiny black seeds. The fruits are 
readily eaten by birds and other desert animals, 

which then disperse the tiny black seeds onto the  
desert floor. Due to its specific range and small  

populations, this species is federally protected and 
harvesting wild plants is prohibited. Sadly,  

overharvesting isn’t the only threat to Cereus. Other 
major threats include, encroaching development of 

desert lands and the wide-spread blanket use of  
agricultural  pesticides which decimate populations 

of its primary pollinator the Hawk Moth, Order  
Lepidoptera. Without adequate pollination, the seed 
crop from which new plants will grow is diminished. 
Before buying Cereus commercially, make sure that 
it is sustainably grown from cultivated populations. 

Want to learn more? Visit  www.centerforplantconservation.org.  
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W h a t ’ s  G o i n g  O n ?  
Summer Science Camp 2010 

As we approach the half way mark of RavenStar Summer Science Camp 2010, 
we want to take a moment to share some of our adventures with you. So far this 
summer we’ve visited some of central Texas’ most beautiful places, journeyed to 
the land of dinosaurs and early pioneers, had close encounters with endangered 
natives and soared on the wings of Texas’ high flyers. In the weeks ahead, we’re 
looking forward to discovering the starry world of nocturnal nature, mastering the 
skills of outdoor cooking and navigating exhilarating eco-adventures. Want to get 
in on the fun? Volunteer with us! We’re always looking for helping hands during 
swimming, lunchtime or during learning activities. Call or email Kelley today 
and come join us in the park! 
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1 cup milk  
1 teaspoon vanilla  
2 tablespoons sugar  
6 cups crushed ice  
6 tablespoons rock salt 
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Coffee Can Ice Cream is a simple 
and eco-friendly way to enjoy  

making ice cream with your family 
and friends! All you’ll need are 2 
empty coffee cans (1 large and 1 

standard size) rock salt, ice and your 
favorite ice cream ingredients. Put 
the ingredients (excluding salt and 

ice)  in the smaller can and close the 
plastic lid. Place the smaller can  

inside of the larger can and fill the 
empty space with rock salt and ice. 

Close the lid on the larger can and let 
the fun begin! Sit everyone in a circle 

and roll the can back and forth  
between each person for several  

minutes, until the ice cream is set. 
Dish up and enjoy together! 

1 large coffee can 
1 small coffee can 
* Favorite ingredients, ex. Chocolate chips, strawberries 
or butterscotch 

“The only thing that ultimately matters is to eat an ice-cream cone, play a slide trombone, 
plant a small tree, good God, now you’re free.” ~ Ray Manzarek  


