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N a t i v e  H i g h l i g h t  

Central Texas is the summertime home to the largest colony of migratory  
Mexican (Brazilian) free-tailed bats, Tadaria brasilienses, in North America. Nearly every 

evening, 1.5 million mosquito gobbling, high-flyers darken the sky under the Congress Avenue 
bridge in Austin, Texas as they depart on their evening hunt. The effectiveness of pesticides 

and, other harsh environmental controls used to limit agricultural pests, pales in comparison to 
the hungry stomachs of a bat colony. On average, the Congress Ave. Bridge colony consumes 
15 tons of insects every night including mosquitoes, moths and another favorite meal, the crop
-destroying Corn Earworm, Helicoverpa zea. Each year the colony, made up of mostly female 

bats, will deliver thousands of baby bats, called pups, at the site of their summer roosts.  
Mothers give birth to a single pink, hairless pup each season, weighing approximately 1/3 of 
the mother bat’s body weight, the equivalent of giving birth to a 40 pound human baby.  The 

dedicated mothers will nurse their pups for five to six  weeks, until they mature to hunting age 
and are able to leave the roost each night in search of food. Faced with natural predation,  

pesticide-contaminated food, and extermination by misinformed humans, only about half of 
the pups will survive to adulthood, when they too will return to their summer home and  

birthplace. To learn more visit, Bat Conservation International at www.batcon.org  
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Shop or volunteer at the new Community Resale 
shop, 1024 B West San Antonio St., benefiting 
Community In Schools of South Texas. Help 

keep our kids in school, find reclaimed treasures 
and give back to your community. To learn more, 

call Amanda at 830-387-4452. 

�����������	�
��
�������������	�
��
�������������	�
��
�������������	�
��
��� ���

�����������	�
������
��
���
��������� � � � �

����
�
���
�����������
�����������������

���������������������
���
������������

�����
��������� ��!����������������"����

#����� �������$��%���
�
�����
���� ��������
�

�������������&��������'()�(*+��)),���

Explore the World 
With the Unitarian Universalists 

of Comal County, June 7th - 
11th. Campers will learn about 
the cultures of Mexico, India, 
South Africa, Australia and 

Germany through songs, stories, 
crafts and more. Campers will 
meet 9:00 am - 12:00 pm at the 

UU center on Alves Lane in 
New Braunfels. Tuition is $50 
for first child in family, $25 for 

siblings. To learn more call 
email dkconb@hotmail.com or 

call 830-608-9901 
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